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 Cancer Prevention Vaccine 
There’s both bad news and good news about 

HPV (Human Papillomavirus).   

  The Bad News:   
 

 HPV is a group of more than 150 related viruses that can cause 
certain types of cancer and other diseases in both males & 
females.   

 

 HPV is so common that nearly ALL sexually active people get it at 
some point in their lives, but, because there are no symptoms, 
many people never even know that they’re infected. 

 

 Every year in the US, there about 14 million new HPV infections,   
and about 50% are from 15-24 years old.  That’s about 19,000 
young people each day. 

 

  Luckily, for most people, HPV clears on its own.  But for those  
whose bodies aren’t able to clear it, HPV can lead to genital warts    
or cancer of the cervix, vulva, vagina, penis, anus, or throat. 

 

 There is no cure for HPV. 

  The Good News:  

  There is protection from HPV!  There are vaccines, and they work 
extremely well.  Clinical trials showed HPV vaccines provide close 
to 100% protection against cervical precancers and genital warts. 
Since the first HPV vaccine was recommended in 2006, there has 
been a 64% reduction in vaccine-type HPV infections among teen 
girls in   the United States. Studies have shown that fewer teens 
are getting genital warts and that cervical precancers are 
decreasing. 

 
 HPV vaccines offer long-lasting protection against HVP infections. 
 
 Preteens have the strongest immune response to the vaccine and 

low levels of sexual activity.  It’s the perfect time to set up a 
lifetime of protection. 

 
 Even if a young person has already had sex and been exposed to 

some types of HPV, they can still benefit from the vaccine.  It’s 
quite possible that they will gain protection from the strains of 
HPV to which they weren’t exposed. 




